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Chair Billinger, Ranking Member Pettey, and Members of the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony in support of the governor’s and 
the Department for Children and Families' $12.1 million budget request that would fund 
the state’s SNAP-related administrative costs.1 
 
Kansas Appleseed has a long history of advocating for programs that reduce hunger 
and food insecurity in the Sunflower State. The budget request in question would 
ensure that the state is paying its newly mandated portion of the administrative costs of 
SNAP, per changes enacted by the federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act, herein referred to 
as HR 1. Doing so would prevent disruptions in service to the Kansas families who 
depend on SNAP to afford nutritious food and live healthier lives. 
 
HR 1 was signed into law in the summer of 2025 and enacted significant changes to the 
way SNAP is funded by the state and federal governments. Relevant to DCF’s budget 
request is the new division of administrative costs. Prior to HR 1, state governments and 
the federal government equally divided the expenses associated with administering 
SNAP. But effective October 1, 2025, the beginning of federal FY 2026, the state must 
pay 75% of the administrative costs of SNAP.2 Fulfilling this budget request, therefore, 
would ensure Kansas is in line with federal law. 
 
If the state fails to adequately fund its portion of SNAP administrative costs, Kansas 
could be subjected to an even greater fiscal obligation beginning in federal FY 2028. For 
the first time in the history of SNAP, states may be required to partially cover the cost of 
benefits if their payment error rates exceed 6%.3 In FY 2024, $408 million in SNAP 
benefits were spent by Kansas households and the state had an error rate of 9.98%.4 
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Maintaining this error rate would mean starting in federal FY 2028, the state would have 
to pay for 10% of the costs of SNAP benefits, or approximately $41 million.5 Combined 
with the new administrative expenses, new SNAP spending would rise by over $50 
million.6 
 
To avoid this spike in state-level SNAP spending, it is imperative that we fulfill DCF’s 
$12.1 million budget request. According to DCF, without these additional funds, the 
SNAP program administration would have to be reduced, especially the eligibility staff. 
Reductions in staffing could increase the SNAP payment error rate due to heavier 
workloads, delayed benefit reviews, and diminished accuracy. As previously stated, 
Kansas already sits at an error rate of 9.98%. If the error rate rises above 10% by or 
after federal FY 2028, HR 1 would force the state to pay 15% of benefit costs– 
equivalent to $61 million.7 
 
At a time when the state is projected to face budgetary shortfalls by FY 2028, it is 
reasonable for the legislature to tighten its belt.8 Due to HR 1, however, the state’s 
share of SNAP administrative costs is a budget item that needs more financial support. 
Although an enhancement of $12.1 million may seem steep, investing that now could 
save the state upwards of an additional $41 million annually in the future. 
 
I urge you to fully fund this budget request to ensure that DCF can adequately recruit 
and train SNAP administrators, reduce the error rate, and provide high-quality, 
uninterrupted service to the 187,000 Kansans who rely on SNAP to live happy, healthy 
lives.9 
 
Thank you, 
 
Haley Kottler 
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