
Candidate Questionnaire – Neosho County: 
*All candidates who returned questionnaires for Neosho County elections 

are included in this document. Kansas Appleseed certifies that no 
responses have been modified. 



Candidate Information: 

Full Name: Laura Hoppas

County of Residence:-; 
_

N
_
e_o_sh

_
o 
________ _

Office Soughf: City of Erie, Mayor 

1. Would you support the creation of a food security, food policy, or other similar citizen
advisory board to the City Commission if elected? Wp.y or why not?
Yes 
I support this because there are people that are more aware of who could need this 
like teachers, church leaders, children's organization leaders, that could let us know 
of the needs and still maintain privacy for those that are in need. 

A community is only as strong as it's people, and they must reach out to help each other 

2. City leaders have an important role to play in ensuring that children in their communities have
access to nutritious meals when they are out of school. Cities across Kansas are already utilizing
federal meal programs, like the Summer Food Service Program and Afterschool Meal Program,
to make meals available at city locations like community centers, parks, and libraries. (See
Kansas Appleseed's 2019 Childhood Hunger Reduction Report and 2018 Summer Meal Report
available at: https://www.kansasappleseed.org/tbriving.html). Do you support your city
government taking advantage of these programs? Ifnot, what other actions do you feel your city
should take to address hunger and access to healthy food?

1. 

Yes I support my community taking advantage of these programs. 

Our city leaders, law enforcement, and public workers, being out in the f?Ublic all day, are b�und to �ee 
things, that lead to needs and can advise of these so that help can be given or at least the information for 
help given to familes that need help 

3. Community gardens are becoming increasingly popular across both rural and urban centers. If
elected to city government, would you be in favor of allocating city resources to support these

_ projects _if given the o�:p��ty?

Yes l would support this, our community has a "commu_nity ga_rden_spot" this year i� flooded, but 
the land is there, and people should be allowed to use 1t, at �his po1�t they can, but 1t cost $25 . 
for the growing season, to help off set cost of water, but I think low_ income or some form of g�1delme 
should allow for them to use it without.having to pay, or a community group should grow, cultivate and 
make available free produce from this spot. 





Candidate Information: 

Full Name: ___ M�a ... r..._._th""a...____.R...._, _,M=c=C=o=-y,_ _____ _ 

County of Residence: __ N_e_o_s_h_o ________ _

Chanute City Commissioner Office Sought: ____ _ 

1. Would you support the creation of a food security, food policy, or other similar citizen
advisory board to the City Commission if elected? Why or why not?

In what capacity? Food security for grocery stores? Food security for food 
pantrys? I would need to know that first before answering. 

2. City leaders have an impottant role to play in ensuring that children in their communities have
access to nutritious meals when they are out of school. Cities across Kansas are already utilizing
federal meal programs, like the Summer Food Service Program and Afterschool Meal Program,
to make meals available at city locations like community centers, parks, and libraries. (See
Kansas Appleseed's 2019 Childhood Hunger Reduction Report and 2018 Summer Meal Report
available at: https://www.kansasappleseed.org/thriving.html). Do you support your city
government taking advantage of these programs? If not, what other actions do you feel your city
should take to address hunger and access to healthy food?

I believe we already have food programs in place. We have food pantrys at the 
First Christian Church, First Baptist Church and St. Patricks Church. We have 
a mobile food pantry that comes to Chanute quarterly. We have a children's back 
pack program at the Chanute elementary schools for those children in need. Both 
of these programs are benefits from the Kansas Food Bank in Wichita, Kansas. The 
+ilY knows of these p:r,-ograms. . -'· Lommumty garaens are oecommg mcreasmgly popular across both rural and urban centers. If 
elected to city government, would you be in favor of allocating city resources to support these 
projects if given the opportunity? 

Yes I would. We already have a garden area set up and a 4-H club has a building 
set up as well over on Ashby across the street from Katy Park. 
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