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access to nutritious meals when they are out of school. Cities across Kansas are already utilizing 
federal meal programs, like the Summer Food Service Program and Afterschool Meal Program, 
to make meals available at city locations like community centers, parks, and libraries. (See 
Kansas Appleseed's 2019 Childhood Hunger Reduction Report and 2018 Swnmer Meal Report 
available at: https://www.kansasappleseed.org/thriving.html). Do you support your city 
government taking advantage of these programs? If not, what other actions do you feel your city 
should take to address hunger and access to healthy food? 

3. Community gardens are becoming increasingly popular across both rural and urban centers. If
elected to city government, would you be in favor of allocating city resources to support these
projects if given the opportunity?
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Candidate Questionnaire–Crawford County:
*All candidates who turned questionnaires for Crawford County elections are included in this document.
Kansas Appleseed certifies that no responses have been modified.
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Candidate and Office Sought Information: 

 

Full Name:  David M. Goble 

 

USD School District: USD 248 Girard, KS 
 
 

Board of Education Position:  District 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1) Do you feel that teachers are adequately prepared, trained, and compensated for the important work 
they do in the district? If yes, in what areas do you feel the district is performing especially well? If not, 
what policies would you enact to address the shortcomings?  
 
I believe that we have some of the best teachers and administrative team in the state serving in our 
district.  As a current board member and a member of our meet and confer team, we have always 
tried to compensate all staff to the best of our ability given the resources available. 
 
 
With this said we should always strive to do better.  While our district has one of the highest 
starting salaries in the state, we must continue to work to enhance the backend of the salary 
schedule and enact practices which keep fringe benefit copay affordable.   
 
As for preparing staff for changing demographics and future challenges, we as a board have 
encouraged continuing education and set up a tuition pool for those wishing to earn additional 
college credits.  We allow staff to attend workshops and conferences to gain additional subject 
knowledge that can be brought back to the classroom. 
 
Finally, we as a board sit with our certified staff annually with no preconceived agenda and discuss 
everything from working conditions to compensation.  This open dialogue allows all to fully 
participate in a conversation to achieve what is best for our kids.  
 
  
2) In Kansas, during the school year, public schools serve 198,000 students free and reduced-priced meals 
through the National School Breakfast and Lunch Programs. When school lets out, many children lose 
access to these nutritious meals. (See Kansas Appleseed’s 2019 Childhood Hunger Reduction Report and 
2018 Summer Meal Report at: https://www.kansasappleseed.org/thriving.html). What role should the 
school district play in making sure that students from low-income families have access to nutritious 
meals?  
 
First, during the school year, all students and their families should be encouraged to participate in 
the school meal programs.  We do this through discreet information provided to all during 



enrollment.   It has been noticed that the older the student becomes, the less likely they are to 
participate in the lunch program.  Without infringing on privacy, we need to continue to ensure all 
eligible students participate in the school lunch program when they are in need.   
 
While schools can help with nutritious meals, we need to support community efforts as well.  To this 
end, we participate in the backpack program during the school year, we encourage students 
through community service projects, support the local food pantry, and we also support the 
summer lunch program hosted at the local library. 
 
At the end of the day, this is a community issue which we as board members can help with, but it 
takes a community effort to solve. 
 
3)The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) helps 234,000 Kansas residents (or 1 in 12 
Kansans) put food on the table for them and their families. Yet 3 in 10 eligible Kansans do not participate 
in this critical program addressing hunger in our communities. If elected, how would you increase SNAP 
outreach in your city to ensure your eligible neighbors receive the food assistance they need?  

 
Answered above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.) What steps does the district need to take to ensure that teachers have the tools they need to support 
student success in Southeast Kansas?  
 
We have a five-year strategic planning process involving all aspects of the community.  This 
includes students, parents, community members, staff, and business leaders.  From this process we 
have developed goals for curriculum, technology, staff retention, facilities, etc.  All of these goals 
then have the buy in and support of the community as they are put into action.  These goals are 
constantly reviewed by the board and each board agenda item directly notes its relationship to one 
of the plan’s goals.  
 
 
With this team approach, we have found tremendous support for our staff, programs, and student 
success. 
 
 
 
5) What role should the school board play in creating a more thriving, inclusive, and just community?   
 
 
 
 
  High expectations for student character and academic success is key to a more thriving, inclusive 
and just community.  The role of education is to prepare students to be successful in life.  This can 
be either college or career ready, and must be applied to all students. 
 



We have instituted programs, such as early release, which rewards students who are achieving.  It 
also provides one-on-one tutoring with the teaching team on the subject the student is needing 
improvement on.  As a result, the failure and dropout rates have significantly decreased. 
 
Dress codes and high expectations for personal conduct have also been a hallmark of our district.  
Teaching students to respect each other, and the institution provides for future citizenship and 
inclusion now and in the future.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) The 2020 census is quickly approaching. For every Kansas student not counted, the state will lose up to 
$20,820 in federal funding for local projects. If elected, would you see promoting participation in the 
census as a priority? If so, how would you use your office to increase participation? 

From a board member perspective, it is important as a matter of civics to teach students how 
participation in the census affects our community.  We do this through classroom work in the 
middle and high school level.  With an aggressive and engaged program, the message will be 
carried home by the students to the parents. 

Outside of curriculum, the district can provide information through our social media and print 
media outlets.  

 

 

 

 



Candidate and Office Sought Information 
 
Full Name: Tara Grassie 
USD School District: Frontenac, USD 249 
Board of Education Position: Board Member 
 

1.) Teachers are adequately prepared, trained, and compensated for their work?  
a.) I am not yet privy to the current state of these matters for teachers within the 

district to make a formal declaration. I do feel the district has a focus on these 
initiatives based on public board meeting minutes and if elected will be an 
advocate for continued growth. If I am to identify any shortcomings I would be a 
proponent to address, analyse and resolve them in a manner that serves the 
district most efficiently.  

2.) What role should the school district play in making sure that students from low-income 
families have access to nutritious meals? 

a.) It should be the goal of the district to want to provide nutritious meals for all 
student bodies regardless of income. I feel the district should be willing to work 
with meal programs, within reason, to accommodate the promotion of local and 
national meal programs. If grants or programs are available for students but not 
yet enacted in USD 249, it is the role the school district to explore the options for 
consideration. 

3.) If elected, how would you increase SNAP outreach in your city to ensure your eligible 
neighbors receive the assistance they need?  

a.) The school district should act as an advocate of the program. They should 
distribute and make available informative materials to eligible or interested 
families in an effort to encourage participation. 

4.) What steps does the district need to take to ensure that teachers have the tools they 
need to support student success in Southeast Kansas? 

a.) Our district needs to ask, evaluate and act:  
i.) Ask and listen to teachers, students and parents to identify and 

understand concerns or opportunities for student success 
ii.) Evaluate the cause of these concerns and areas for opportunity or 

improvement 
iii.) Act to find solutions that will efficiently and effectively resolve these 

concerns 
5.) What role should the school board play in creating a more thriving, inclusive and just 

community? 
a.) It is important for the board to support and listen to the community they serve by 

being advocates within the school district for policies that will nurture growth and 
equality, by: 

i.) Keeping the well being of students and families at the forefront when 
making decisions and setting policies  



ii.) Ensuring the school administration and staff are providing an environment 
of compassion and understanding 

6.) 2020 Census - Would you see promoting participation in the census as a priority? If so, 
how would you use your office to increase participation? 

a.) Since the results of the census can affect how state and local funds are 
distributed, more importantly to education and our district, participation from our 
families is essential. By being in support of requests for communication and 
engagement efforts around participation of the census, it will allow the 
opportunity to educate and increase awareness to our families of its purpose and 
further promote participation.  



Candidate	Information:	

	

Full	Name:	KELLI	MENGARELLI	

	

County	of	Residence:	CRAWFORD	

	

Office	Sought:	ARMA	CITY	COUNCIL	

	

1.	Would	you	support	the	creation	of	a	food	security,	food	policy,	or	other	similar	citizen	advisory	board	
to	the	City	Commission	if	elected?	Why	or	why	not?	

I	would	support	the	creation	of	an	advisory	board	to	the	city	council	because	I	believe	that	gaining	more	
information	about	citizen	needs	is	always	a	good	thing.	My	vision	of	the	advisory	board	would	be	one	
that	is	a	bridge	between	citizen	and	the	city	council.	

2.	City	leaders	have	an	important	role	to	play	in	ensuring	that	children	in	their	communities	have	access	
to	nutritious	meals	when	they	are	out	of	school.	Do	you	support	your	city	government	taking	advantage	
of	these	programs?	If	not,	what	other	actions	do	you	feel	your	city	should	take	to	address	hunger	and	
access	to	healthy	food?	

I	think	the	city	should	support	the	current	committees	and	programs	that	are	in	place	by	granting	access	
to	city	and	public	properties	as	needed.	

3.	Community	gardens	are	becoming	increasingly	popular	across	both	rural	and	urban	centers.	If	elected	
to	city	government,	would	you	be	in	favor	of	allocating	city	resources	to	support	these	projects	if	given	
the	opportunity?		

Yes.	If	given	the	opportunity,	I	would	allocate	city	resources	to	see	it	succeed.		

4.	Food	pantries	and	soup	kitchens	are	often	the	“front	lines”	in	addressing	hunger.	Should	city	
government	do	more	in	your	community	to	support	programs	like	these?	If	so,	how?	

Yes.	The	city	can	supply	support	through	utilities	price	breaks.	

5.	The	SNAP	helps	Kansas	residents	put	food	on	the	table	for	them	and	their	families.	If	elected,	how	
would	you	increase	SNAP	outreach	in	your	city	to	ensure	your	eligible	neighbors,	receive	the	food	
assistance	they	need?	

I	would	support	what	the	Library	is	already	doing.	

6.	What	role	should	city	government	play	in	creating	a	more	thriving,	inclusive,	and	just	community?	

Encourage	economic	growth	and	development.	Provide	clear	laws	and	enforce	them	equally.	

Maintain	clean	and	clear	infrastructure.	Encourage	community	activities.	



7.	The	2020	census	is	quickly	approaching.	If	elected,	would	you	see	promoting	participation	in	the	
census	as	a	priority?	If	so,	how	would	you	use	your	office	to	increase	participation?	

I	would	use	my	office	to	set	up	an	outreach	committee	tasked	with	developing	strategies	for	reaching	all	
of	the	citizens.	

		



Shawn	K.	Moss	

Resident	of	Arma,	Ks	(Crawford	County)	

Seeking:	Arma	City	Council	Position	

	

	

1. 	Would	you	support	the	creation	of	a	food	security,	food	policy,	or	other	similar	citizen	advisory	
board	to	the	City	Commissions	if	elected?		Why	or	why	not?		

I	believe	the	more	people	we	can	have	involved	with	the	city	among	countless	aspects	the	better,	
especially	once	the	current	data	available	is	taken	into	consideration.		Our	city	(Arma)	has	a	poverty	rate	
of	22.8%	or	one	out	of	every	4.4	residents,	the	state	of	Kansas	has	an	average	of	12.8%	so	we	have	a	lot	
of	residents	who	can	benefit	from	such	boards.	

2. 	Do	you	support	your	city	taking	advantages	of	programs	like	the	Summer	Food	Service	Program	
or	Afterschool	Meal	Programs?				

Absolutely!	

3. 	Would	you	be	in	favor	of	allocating	resources	to	a	community	garden	to	support	these	projects?	

I	see	no	reason	we	couldn’t	dedicate	resources	to	the	garden	project	that	has	been	undertaken,	I’ve	
known	residents	that	had	had	to	choose	between	heat	and	food	that	this	would	have	greatly	benefited.	

As	of	July	1st	Arma	ranked	#650	out	of	the	671	incorporated	cities	in	Kansas,	our	per	capita	income	was	
ranked	633	out	of	the	671.			Given	the	data	I	see	no	reason,	only	need	to	support	helpful	programs.	

4. 	Should	city	government	do	more	in	your	community	to	support	programs	like	food	pantries	and	
soup	kitchens?	

Yes.		I’m	in	full	support	of	programs	like	these	and	during	a	time	in	my	life	in	which	I	was	injured	they	
were	of	unmeasurable	service!	

	

5. 	If	elected	how	would	you	increase	SNAP	outreach	in	your	city?	
	

While	(obviously)	not	entirely	up	to	me	I’ve	often	pondered	on	our	city	office	providing	brochures	or	
pamphlets,	rather	it	be	upon	request	or	perhaps	a	“Inquire	Inside”	sign	or	just	ready	to	go!		Many	
residents	drop	off	payments	personally	and	we	could	promote	countless	programs	this	way.		We	could	
even	provide	information	through	our	own	city	website!	

6. 	What	role	should	government	play	in	creating	a	more	thriving,	inclusive,	and	just	community?			

That’s	a	tough	question	and	in	my	opinion	its	one	we	could	be	asking	the	community	members	
themselves.		I’d	start	with	encouraging	citizens	to	be	able	to	speak	freely	at	our	council	meetings	like	



they	used	to	be	able	too	instead	of	having	to	sign	up	in	advance	which	I	find	only	acts	to	discourage	
what	we	should	be	listening	too,	the	community.			

7. 	How	would	you	use	your	office	to	encourage	&	increase	participation	in	the	2020	Census?	

I	think	that	our	census	bureau	works	very	hard	and	vastly	outsources	to	attempt	to	include	each	and	
every	individual	but	we	can	certainly	place	reminders	around	town	to	citizens	at	places	such	as	the	city	
office	and	the	Library.		I’m	sure	many	local	business’s	would	not	be	against	a	reminder	sign	either.	

	

	
	

	

	



 

Candidate Information: 

 

Full Name: Travis E. Wood 

County of Residence: Crawford 

Office Sought: Arma City Council  
 

1.Would you support the creation of a food security, food policy, or other similar citizen 
advisory board to the City Commission if elected? Why or why not? 

 

Yes, I believe it is important to support any program that is going to help our residents.  

 

2. City leaders have an important role to play in ensuring that children in their communities have 
access to nutritious meals when they are out of school. Cities across Kansas are already utilizing 
federal meal programs, like the Summer Food Service Program and Afterschool Meal Program, 
to make meals available at city locations like community centers, parks, and libraries. (See 
Kansas Appleseed’s 2019 Childhood Hunger Reduction Report and 2018 Summer Meal Report 
available at: https://www.kansasappleseed.org/thriving.html). Do you support your city 
government taking advantage of these programs? If not, what other actions do you feel your city 
should take to address hunger and access to healthy food?  

I absolutely support these programs. We already have the Summer Food Service program in 
place, which is held at the Arma City Library. Every year we have a great turn out with the kids. 
They take full advantage of this program. I believe this is a great program to have in place to 
ensure kids are getting a good meal daily throughout the summer.  

In addition, the school has a backpack program that provides food for children in need over the 
weekends.  

 
3. Community gardens are becoming increasingly popular across both rural and urban centers. If 
elected to city government, would you be in favor of allocating city resources to support these 
projects if given the opportunity?  

Yes, I will. We as a city council have already approved a community garden, which is a big 
accomplishment for this community. We are beginning to produce vegetables now, up at the 
Community garden. Currently serving on the City Council, we approved to pay the water bill 
monthly and we also donated labor to run water lines etc. I believe this will be a great addition to 
the Community to have fresh produce available for the residents.  
 



 

4. Food pantries and soup kitchens are often the “front lines” in addressing hunger. Should city 
government do more in your community to support programs like these? If so, how?  

We as the City Council, I believe are on board with any organization to help our residents with 
the current hunger issues that are daily issues with all places. We have many food securities in 
place already. The Community Garden that is in place will help support a fresh food pantry. 
There is currently a food pantry in place at the Northeast High School for the students. To my 
knowledge the Nutrition Council will help contribute fresh produce to the high school food 
pantry. Also, community members will be able to go to the city library to receive fresh produce. 
Thanks to Live Well Crawford County for helping us get the Community Garden up and going 
and for all the support.  

 

 

5. The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) helps 234,000 Kansas residents (or 1 
in 12 Kansans) put food on the table for them and their families. If elected, how would you 
increase SNAP outreach in your city to ensure your eligible neighbors receive the food assistance 
they need?  

I would encourage those that would qualify for SNAP to apply for this program. We as a city 
could look at having a link on our current website, flyers hanging around the community, and 
having the paperwork available at the office.  

 

6.  What role should city government play in creating a more thriving, inclusive, and just 
community?   

I believe being in a small town, it is always challenging with funds in order to accomplish 
projects. We need to take advantage of grants that might be available to help us fund some 
projects that we want to try and complete. We need to continue to grow our community. We 
need to look at adding additions to the park and recreation for kids and the community in general 
to enjoy such as a new pool, splash pad, better amenities at the city pond, walking trails, etc. We 
need to keep our community safe and clean. In addition, we also need to hold residents 
accountable that are not maintaining a clean property. We also need to keep the infrastructure up 
with nice roads, signs, etc. We as a Council approved a new Sub Station for the Community, 
which will reduce the amount of power outages. We need to continue to brainstorm, to hopefully 
in time, to try to obtain a grocery store for the community, that is much needed. I am a lifelong 
resident of this community. My family and I support this community and are involved in 
programs and organizations. We will continue to help our town in any way we can.  

 

 



7. The 2020 census is quickly approaching. For every Kansas resident not counted, the state will 
lose up to $20,820 in federal funding for local projects. If elected, would you see promoting 
participation in the census as a priority? If so, how would you use your office to increase 
participation? 
 
I believe that the it is important that the state of Kansas has accurate information to provide the 
assistance needed for all communities. We as a City Council, need to make sure that all residents 
are informed how important it is to fill out the Census report.   
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